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By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Members of the Texas 
Army National Guard are 
continuing their efforts to 
help the East Texas Food 
Bank fulfill its mission of 
feeding people in need 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

On Friday, the guardsmen 
worked at different locations 
in East Texas. In Quitman 
the guardsmen coordinat-
ed with Mercy Mall at 209 
N. Main Street. The drive-

through distribution was 
held Friday in the city park-
ing lot north of the square. 

ETFB gives food boxes and 
two gallons of milk to each 
household while supplies 
last. In each box are dried 
beans, rice, pasta, canned 
meat, fruits and vegetables. 
These items provide for 16 
meals, according to the food 
bank.

Last week, officials an-
nounced the deployment of 
the guard members to assist 
the food bank with produc-
tion, distribution and trans-

portation for its 26-county 
coverage area through May.

In addition to the guards-
men distributing boxes, they 
also pack the food into boxes 
to increase the production 
process.

For a free box, community 
members only have to give 
their name and address. 
There are no eligibility or 
identification requirements.

They will return May 15 
and May 29 for more food 
distribution from 10 a.m. to 
noon on those days at the 
same location.

The National Guard was in Quitman last Friday passing out boxes of food in conjunction with the East Texas Food Bank 
and Mercy Mall in Quitman. They will return May 15 and 29. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

The Alba-Golden ISD 
board of trustees voted to 
adopt secondary grading 
guidelines in response to 
the coronavirus closure of 
schools and virtual learning 
system at a special board 
meeting on April 28.

The district wants to bal-
ance expectations for teach-
ers and families and to ex-
tend grace to all students 
during a difficult time, ac-
cording to the guidelines.

AGISD secondary stu-
dents will receive their 
fourth nine-week grade in 
one of two ways. The first, 
second and third nine-week 
grades will be averaged 
and compared to the stu-
dents’ current nine-week 
grade. The higher of those 
two grades will serve as the 
fourth nine-week grade.

During the fourth nine-
week grading period, stu-
dents will have no less than 
nine and no more than 

15 grades per course, and 
all grades will carry the 
same weight. Up to three 
grades may be exempted 
for all students in courses 
in which teachers take more 
than nine grades. There will 
be no final exams for the se-
mester.

Students have one week 
to complete all assignments, 
and there will be an addi-
tional week period of grace 
beyond the initial deadline. 
Teachers will meet weekly 
with classes via zoom.  

Grades 3-8 STAAR and 
End of Course (EOC) tests 
will not be given this spring 
or summer. Students en-
rolled in EOC-test courses 
will not have to complete 
their corresponding EOC 
test, provided they earn 
course credit during the 
2019-20 school year.

Senior students who have 
not earned credits for grad-
uation will be contacted by 
student advisor Amanda 
Galyean regarding their in-
dividual graduation com-

mittee process.
Students taking dual-cred-

it courses will be affected by 
the college’s decisions.

Graduation discussions 
and plans have been post-
poned until the May 11 
regular school board meet-
ing. Interim Superintendent 
Eddie White had hoped 
for recommendations from 
Governor Abbott in his ad-
dress to Texas on April 27, 
but no mention of schools 
was made. 

White says AGISD would 
like to have a traditional 
ceremony and is looking 
into ways of doing that, but 
not at the expense of peo-
ple’s health. 

“These kids deserve a 
ceremony. They’ve worked 
13 years for this,” agreed 
board member Dwayne 
Thompson.

Two professional con-
tracts for the 2020-21 school 
year were approved for 
teachers Richard Lovern 

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

A letter from Quitman ISD 
Superintendent Rhonda 
Turner was sent to all stu-
dents’ parents and guard-
ians outlining the remain-
der of the school year.

In the letter, Turner stated, 
“No one expected our 2019-
2020 school year to end so 
abruptly. No one anticipat-
ed our students not being 
able to return to school this 
year. We are dealing with 
a situation that is unprece-
dented, and one that I hope 
we never face again. I want 
you to know that during 
this incredibly difficult time 
I have seen some of the 

greatest acts of kindness 
from our staff, our students 
and our community. Our 
Bulldog family has stood 
firm and solid throughout 
this pandemic.”

The school calendar was 
altered so that students will 
finish school two days ear-
lier than planned, with the 
last day being May 20. May 
21 and 22 will become staff 
work days.

The students began par-
ticipating in the Bulldog 
Academy this week and 
will continue the week of 
May 11. This is a two-week 
instructional unit where 
all students grades pre-K 
through 12 focus their time 
on learning real life skills.

Students will pick three 
skills each week to focus 
on. There will be no new as-
signments during the Bull-
dog Academy for any class-
es. Students are encouraged 
to use the extra time to com-
plete any assignments that 
are outstanding during this 
two-week period.

All assignments are due 
through Google Classroom 
or the drop box at the ele-
mentary school by May 18. 
On May 19 and 20, students 
will return Chromebooks, 
library books, calculators 
and any textbooks for all 
campuses.

There will be no final ex-

County reports 11th case

58 tested for COVID-19

The Mineola Civic Center parking 
lot was the location for a mobile 
testing site for COVID-19 on Friday. 
County Judge Lucy Hebron reported 
58 persons received the tests, and 
the results should be available 
sometime this week. Persons had to 
undergo a series of questions con-
cerning symptoms to be approved 
for the tests, which were sponsored 
by the Texas Dept. of State Health 
Services and assisted by members of 
the Texas National Guard. (Monitor 
photos by Sam Major)

Quitman schools lay out year-end plans; 
students shift to learning real life skills

A-GISD adjusts grading for at-home learning

Guardsmen help distribute food

After a slow growth in 
COVID-19 cases from the 
coronavirus through April, 
Wood County jumped from 
seven to 11 over a six-day 
period.

County Judge Lucy He-
bron announced the coun-
ty’s eighth case on Wednes-
day, April 29 and added the 
ninth case on Thursday, the 
10th on Friday and the 11th 
on Monday.

That Monday case was 

to have triggered the dash-
board statistics from the 
Northeast Texas Public 
Health District, which gives 
the county more informa-
tion about cases, including 
the cities of origin, age rang-
es and sex.

Two key events on Friday 
included a testing site op-
erated by the Texas Dept. 
of State Health Services, 
assisted by National Guard 
troops at the Mineola Civic 

Center, and the opportuni-
ty for limited reopening of 
many businesses.

The governor’s orders al-
lowed most retail business-
es to welcome patrons at a 
rate of up to 25 percent of 
the normal capacity.

Of the 11 cases, Hebron 
said six remained active 
and were isolating at home.

NETHealth had not post-
ed an update as of press 
time Tuesday.

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

The mobile COVID-19 test 
site conducted by the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services drew 58 people to 
the Mineola Civic Center on 
Friday, May 1. 

The Civic Center was 
closed to regular traffic, 
and the Army National 
Guard was well organized 
and prepared for a crowd 

with three checkpoints to be 
screened and tested. 

Wood County residents 
were given a 24-hour notice 
to register online for an ap-
pointment, but there was a 
procedure in place for those 
that weren’t able to make an 
appointment.

Without an appoint-
ment, people were direct-
ed to a parking lot where 
they made a call and were 
screened for symptoms. 

The call center then con-
tacted the guardsmen with 
confirmed information, and 
the patient was allowed to 
proceed to the testing site. It 
was a wait of 10-15 minutes. 

The 49 patients with an 
appointment and identifi-
cation flowed through in a 
steady stream.

County Judge Lucy He-
bron stated that, although 
mobile testing is going on in 
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MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Mineola Country 
Club.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 8:45 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 8:45 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Tuesday. 903-497-1162; Dominoes, cards, rummy cube.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD – Tuesday and Friday, 8 to 9 a.m. 
beginners, intermediate 9 a.m. to noon
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD – third Wednesday at 1 
p.m. and first and third Thursday at 10 a.m.  
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first Thursday at 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD – first and third Tuesday, 1 p.m. 
Business meeting second Monday at 10:30 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 
903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Mineola 
Civic Center. President Loraine Epps.
QUILTS OF VALOR group, Stitchin’ Angels, meet the last 
Wednesday of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., 
Mineola, to make quilts for service members and veterans.

QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - For meeting time and place call 903-
763-4126.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., UT Health 
Quitman board room. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, UT Health Quit-
man Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city hall.
QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Adminis-
tration Building.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Caroll Green Civic Center, Quitman.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in Winnsboro. 
903-253-3635.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 
Tuesdays on Mercy Ships campus, noon to 1 p.m. Call ahead 

for room details 903-939-7000 or gvtn@mercyships.org.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - meet-
ings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be deter-
mined at the Wood County Airport board room.
UT HEALTH QUITMAN - needs volunteers. Great opportunity 
to meet people while helping your community. Contact Beverly 
Haynes, 713-447-6903.
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting new 
members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kayoung.
wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m., Wood County Extension Office.
WOOD COUNTY AGGIE MOMS - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at 
Speakeasy in Quitman (except January, June, July, August), 
903-539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 a.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.

WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, all levels of 
experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the kitchen of the 
Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 
two-story white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Tuesday, Courthouse, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. The public is invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.org 936-
635-4656
WOOD COUNTY EXPLORERS – first Monday, 6 p.m., Armed 
Texans facility.
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Mon-
day, January through May and September through November, 
7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
WOOD COUNTY PREC. 2 CONSTABLE EXPLORERS – first 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 
2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSOCI-
ATION - third Monday, Sept.-Dec. and Feb.-April, 2 p.m. and in 
May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity Center, 402 S. Main St., 
Quitman. All retired school personnel are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., school 
cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

Listings alternated on a weekly basis

Gil and Alice Gilcrease celebrated their 50th anniversa-
ry April 16 with their daughter Debra K. Teter and son-
in-law Brian Teter and grandchildren Haley, Holly and 
Joey. Bro. Arthur Dimsdale officiated the vows at his home 
in Hainesville in 1970. They were introduced to each other 
by John and Rose Savage of Quitman. Gil worked for GTE 
for 35 years and Peoples for 11 years. Alice worked at the 
24 Market in Quitman for 24 years.

Three housing authorities 
in Wood County received 
grants totaling almost 
$30,000 as part of the   feder-
al government’s Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief and Econom-
ic Security Act (CARES).

The money is considered 
to be supplemental public 
housing operating funds 

and can be used for resident 
support services; manage-
ment and operations, in-
cluding staff; routine and 
preventative maintenance; 
safety and security; energy 
costs; insurance; debt ser-
vice incurred to finance unit 
rehabilitation and develop-
ment; planning for the long-

term capital needs and via-
bility of the properties; and 
other costs.

The grants include $15,900 
for the housing authority of 
Winnsboro, $10,611 for the 
Housing Authority of the 
City of Mineola and $2,696 
for the Housing Authority 
of Alba.

The 2020 United States 
Census has been waylaid by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and the latest report shows 
that just under half of all 
Texans have been account-
ed for thus far, with Wood 
County’s response slightly 
behind the state’s.

The latest figures show 
49.6% of Texans and 46.7% 
of county residents have 
responded to the census by 
filling out a form, calling or 
going online.

Mineola, Quitman and 

Winnsboro are above half, 
at 54.5, 52 and 53.3%, re-
spectively.

The response in Yantis is 
40%, Alba 36.1% and Haw-
kins 34.2%.

All of the census timelines 
have been pushed back, 
with the self-reporting go-
ing from July 31 to Oct. 31.

Field offices, which were 
supposed to ramp up 
March 1 have been targeted 
for June 1.

Forms dropped off at 
non-responsive residenc-

es was supposed to occur 
March 15-April 17 and is 
scheduled to take place 
June 13-July 9.

Followups for non-re-
sponsive households has 
been moved from May 13-
July 31 to Aug. 11-Oct. 31.

Assistance for assistance 
at locations for those want-
ing to use the online tool is 
under further evaluation.

Similarly the timelines for 
completing the census and 
reporting the numbers have 
also been delayed.

Full-service restaurants 
are the top category for un-
employment claims in the 
area, according to informa-
tion from the Texas Work-
force Commission.

The commission reported 
930 unemployment claims 
for Wood County as of the 
April 27 update, covering 
the period March 18-April 

18.
Of those claims, 679 were 

determined to be eligible 
for compensation and 224 
ineligible.

The second highest num-
ber of claims was for offic-
es of dentists followed by 
general medical and sur-
gical hospitals, oil and gas 
support activities and travel 

trailer and camper manu-
facturing.

Of the claims, 591 were 
filed by females and 411 by 
males.

Broken down by ZIP code, 
288 were Mineola, 156 Quit-
man, 99 Alba, 64 Yantis, 155 
Hawkins and 215 Winns-
boro.

Dogs Ethyl (left) and Eleanor (right) enjoyed seeing the Heritage Health residents in Thursday’s parade in Quitman 
(above). The Cat in the Hat found time to come and bring smiles to the residents. (Monitor photos by Larry Tucker)

Courts getting backed up 
from virus’s restrictions

Gilcreases celebrate 50 years

Restaurant workers hardest hit 
as unemployment claims rise

Census Bureau announces delays in 
reporting in response to disruptions

Local housing authorities receive virus money

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The judges at all levels in 
Wood County have been 
staying busy planning for 
the anticipated opening of 
their respective courtrooms. 

Catherine Clayton, coun-
ty court administrator for 
Wood County Judge Lucy 
Hebron, said they were pre-
paring to line up with the 
Office of Court  Administra-
tion (OCA).

“We are in the process of 
preparing the second tem-
porary order which will line 
up with what the OCA has 
issued in their guidelines,” 
Clayton explained. “This 
will extend until June 1. We 
are not supposed to have 
any hearings other than es-
sential hearings. We have 
started our probate hearings 

by Zoom. Those are live-
streamed on our You Tube 
channel. She (Judge Hebron) 
has deemed the inmates 
who have already entered 
pleas of guilty as essential 
hearings. We will be having 
those as needed. The rest of 
the criminal docket is a little 
bit on hold right now un-
til we can figure out a way 
to have the hearings or we 
have to wait until after the 
June 1 date.”

Justice of the Peace Precinct 
1 Tony Gilbreath is waiting 
patiently to get things going 
in his court. “We have to fol-
low the OCA and the Texas 
Supreme Court because of 
the restraints we have as 
far as hearing cases. We are 
getting calls about evictions. 
Right now you can’t even file 
an eviction,” Gilbreath said. 
“Right now we are hoping 

to get started May 18. Right 
now people can make a pay-
ment online or they can call 
up here and do a credit card 
over the phone. All our cases 
are non-essential.”

Gilbreath talked about ju-
venile problems.

“If you are a juvenile and 
get a ticket you have to come 
in with your parents. We 
have done those by Zoom. 
The problem with the Zoom 
is all parties have to have the 
stuff to be able to do it. We 
are just kind of on hold right 
now,” Gilbreath observed.

Criminal District Attorney 
Angela Albers is also ready 
to get back in court.

“I just got an email from 
the court and our first felony 
jury trial is scheduled for the 
week of June 29.  My office 

Golden anniversary
Mineola ISD graduation 

plans are still undecided. 
Superintendent Cody Mize 
and the school board had 
been hoping for some direc-
tion concerning graduation 
ceremonies from Gov. Greg 
Abbott in his COVID-19 up-
date Monday, April 27. 

MISD is still waiting for 
guidance and recommenda-
tions from Abbott or the Tex-
as Education Agency. While 
waiting, the senior class 
committee is considering 
four graduation options that 
go from the least restrictive 
environment with guests 
to a virtual ceremony that 
is filmed over time and re-
leased on graduation night. 

The school is actively 
working with students, par-
ents and staff to find ways to 
celebrate the graduating se-
niors and their accomplish-
ments in the community. 

Graduation on 
hold for MHS
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Local Attorney
Serving the Legal Needs
Of Our Community

903-569-0405
kyle@waggoner-law.com

Available for 
Phone Consultation 
or Office Visit

Wills and Trusts
Durable Power of Attorney
Medical Power of Attorney
Advanced Directive
Business Law Matters

Kyle G. Waggoner, 
JD, CPA

Waggoner Law Office
Kyle G. Waggoner, JD, CPA

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Fri. May 8 - Smoked Sausage with Onions &
Peppers, Kidney Beans, Hot Pineapple Tidbits, Hot
Dog Bun, Milk
Mon. May 11 - Baked Chicken Breast, Cranberry
Orange Sauce, Whipped Potatoes, Glazed Carrots,
Texas Bread, Mandarin Oranges, Milk
Tues. May 12 - Chili Cheese Hot Dog, Country
Vegetables, Hot Spiced Apples w/Raisins, Hot Dog
Bun, Milk
Wed. May 13 - Cheesy Paprika Chicken, Brown
Rice, Spinach, Wheat Bread, Fresh Banana, Milk
Thur.May 14 - Herb Crusted Pork w/Onion Gravy,
Green Peas w/Peppers, Hot Pineapple Tidbits,
Dinner Roll, Milk

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200
Mineola TX 75773

903-569-5115
HefnerGroup.com

Your Shield of Protection

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for him? 

is around 10 years old, 
a blue heeler mix, fixed, 
chipped & housebroken

JasperJasper

During this very difficult time, there have been too 
many acts of kindness toward us to list. We have been 
overtaken by the blessings of God by your expressions 
of love. We have experienced the power of prayer that 
continues to carry and comfort us through this valley. 

God Bless You All!
The Family of Keith Lynn Brown

Thank YouThank You Mineola Fire Report
Medical assist, assist EMS 

crew: April 23, 4:54 p.m.,108 W. 
Buchanan St., Mineola; April 28, 
7:57 p.m., 266 CR 2466, Mineo-
la; April 29, 6:41 235 Molly Lane, 
Mineola.

Motor vehicle accident with 
injuries: April 25, 6:15 a.m., 
Hwy. 69 north of CR 2260, Mine-

ola; April 27, 11:48 a.m., 5685 N. 
Hwy. 37, Mineola.

Motor vehicle accident with 
no injuries: April 27, 7:41 p.m., 
W. Hwy. 80. West of FM 1253, 
Mineola.

Power line down: April 29, 
1:43 p.m., 227 Molly Lane, Min-
eola.

Rhythm Elite, the high school competition dance team from Dance Dimensions in Mineola, went to National Dance Alliance nationals in Dallas in January. They 
attended a  2-day competition, and at the end of the second day, they were crowned national champions in the variety category for the seventh time. (Courtesy 
photo by Cara Jordan of Magical Memories)

Texas Department of Ag-
riculture (TDA) Commis-
sioner Sid Miller recently 
contacted Quitman ISD 
to congratulate them on 
achieving Best of the Bunch 
designation for 2019.

The honor was part of the 
TDA Farm Fresh Challenge. 
QISD was honored for its 
commitment to teaching 
children about healthy life-
styles using Texas agricul-
ture.

About 20 percent of Texas 

school districts and charter 
organizations participated 
in the Farm Fresh Challenge. 
In addition to teaching chil-
dren about healthy lifestyles, 
participating schools spent 
nearly $15 million on Texas 
products during the chal-
lenge.

Choosing to buy local 
foods supports the Texas 
economy, contributes to job 
growth and keeps business-
es in the state thriving.

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

The Mineola Band Boosters 
awarded $500 scholarships 
to three deserving Sound of 
the Swarm seniors: Megan 
Holt, Brianna Bethel and 
Ana Cruz. The candidates 
were chosen primarily for 
their plans to pursue music 
through a chosen major or 
by participation in a music 
program at a post-secondary 
institution. 

The three recipients did 
not know they would be re-
ceiving the scholarship and 
all three felt surprised and 
honored.

Ana Cruz said she didn’t 
know what to expect of the 
scholarship opportunity and 
was delighted with the re-
sults.

“I kept thinking, there are 
so many other seniors that 
really need this. My mind 
kept going over incredible 
seniors that have done in-
credible things for our band 

and that absolutely deserve 
this.”

Cruz will actually be ma-
joring in nursing at Tyler Ju-
nior College in the fall.

Megan Holt admitted that 
she was definitely hoping to 
get the scholarship.

“I have always loved band 
and worked hard at it. I feel 
honored to have received 
this scholarship. There are 
many talented seniors in 
many capacities.”

Holt will be studying mu-
sic education at Texas A&M 
University in Commerce. 

Brianna Bethel exclaimed 
that she still can’t believe she 
is receiving the scholarship.

“It is a great pleasure to 
think that others think I 
deserve it among the oth-
er amazing seniors. I’m so 
thankful.”

Bethel will be minoring in 
music and majoring in coun-
seling at Texas Bible College. 
She plans either to continue 
her education in social work 
or to become a teacher.

QISD earns state recognition

Band boosters name 
scholarship winnersBy LARRY TUCKER

editor@wood.cm

The doors to the Wood 
County Appraisal District 
offices may be locked due to 
the COVID-19 protocol, but 
Chief Appraiser Tracy Nich-
ols and his staff are working 
diligently through the re-
strictions at this time.

Appraisal district property 
values went up this year.

“We use our 2019 sales 
data we get to adjust our 
property values. We adjust 
as of Jan. 1. As a result we 
had to go up,” Nichols said. 
“Like I tell folks, you get 
your notice and you can pro-
test. Right now you can call 
up here and we will talk to 
you about it. If you feel like 
you want to protest you can 
go on my website and e-file 
at woodcad.net.”

Nichols said last year was 
an indicator.

“Last year was a hot and 
heavy year for the housing 
market. Things moved and 
things sold. We stopped 
shortly after Jan. 1 collecting 
sales data just to get ready 
for notices this year,” Nich-
ols explained. “All the virus 
has done to us is locked our 
front door and people can’t 
come in our building. We are 
still here with email and the 
phones.”

Nichols said the appeals 
process is an ongoing thing. 

“We mail you the notice. 
You can call us and we can 
visit. We might have done 

something wrong, we don’t 
hit everything on the head 
and we aren’t perfect,” 
Nichols added. “We need to 
know things and we want 
you to bring those things to 
us. If you have information 
we need, let us know about 
it. We can make adjustments 
and maybe get things fixed. 
If we can’t agree on some-
thing, then we can go to the 
formal process. If you aren’t 
happy with the decision by 
the appraisal review board, 
you can sign up for arbitra-
tion or you can file suit in 
district court.”

Nichols said if you want 
to protest your appraisal do 
some homework.

“Go and find some prop-
erty that has sold which is 
comparable to yours. I have 
to give that appraisal review 
board a reason why I feel 
like your house is worth that 
appraisal. The other side 
is that you, as a taxpayer, 
need to bring something to 
that review board for those 
folks to look at,” Nichols re-
marked. “That is what that 
process is for.  Just bring me 
something tangible.

There are exemptions for 
veterans.

“A veteran can go to my 
website and go under forms 
and applications. You can 
find an application for dis-
abled veterans. You will 
need to furnish me a letter 
from the Veteran’s Admin-
istration and you can mail it 
all in to me,” Nichols stated.

Brittany Emerson, health 
science instructor at Quit-
man High School, has been 
nominated for the Career 
and Technical Education of 
Texas (CTAT) Area 3 Excel-
lence Award.

Emerson began her teach-
ing career at QHS in 2013 
and teaches principles of 
health science, health sci-
ence with clinicals, health 
science practicum and phar-
macy tech. 

According to Emerson, her 
students are able to work 
toward several certifications 
throughout the sequence 
of courses. Some of those 
include CPR, AED & First 
Aid, Stop the Bleed, OSHA 
Healthcare, Pharmacy Tech-
nician Certification, and 
most of her health science 
students have a minimum of 
40 hours of job shadowing 
before they graduate.

Some of the changes in the 
program this year include 
dual credit medical termi-
nology and dual credit anat-
omy & physiology which 
are incorporated in the 
practicum course. She also 
switched from the ExCPT 
to the PTCE certification to 
make her pharmacy techni-
cians more competitive in 

the job market. 
Earlier this year, the QISD 

school board approved the 
purchase of the Paxton-Pat-
terson Health Science career 
programs curriculum which 
will be implemented next 
year into the principles of 
health science classes.

“I believe this program will 
be a great resource for the 
students to obtain hands-on 
learning about different ca-
reer options in the classroom 
instead of just researching 
them on the computer. I 
can’t wait to see the benefits 
this brings our students with 
the hopes of helping them 
find a career they love,” Em-
erson said. 

If Emerson advances from 
area, she will be nominat-
ed for the CTAT Showcase 
of Excellence State Award. 
CTAT is the leading advo-
cate for career and technical 
education, enabling educa-
tors to prepare students of 
all ages for successful careers 
through rigorous academ-
ic and work-based learn-
ing programs, promoting 
instructional partnerships 
with business and industry, 
and increasing public aware-
ness of the career opportuni-
ties available to students.

Property appraisals rising

Mineola band students picked up their marching state championship rings 
Monday. Above, brothers Jacob and Jonath Esquivel show off theirs. Below, 
Valerie Garcia receives hers from band director Chris Brannan. (Monitor pho-
tos by Phil Major)

Quitman teacher nominated
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urge everyone to attend
the church of their choice!

The employees of

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621

Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

Support Our Area Churches 
With An Ad In This Location

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873

Pastor Phillip Casper
Freedom Baptist Church

155 CR 2201, Mineola
903-638-8555

Pastor  Al Dusek
Hainesville Baptist Church

3368 FM 49, Mineola
903 569-3212

 Pastor Terry Davis
Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
Right Rev. Frazier Lawton

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783

A 

Love
 Whenever a child falls down and gets 
hurt, the person they run to for help 
most often is their mother. A child 
knows that their mother will always 
be there to help them, even though 
she may have warned them many 
times about something that may be 
harmful to them. As children grow, the 
nurturing and the lessons learned from 
their mother will be carried with them 
into adulthood. Somehow, children 
seem to know that their mother’s love 
for them is everlasting and eternal.

 God’s love for us is also everlasting 
and eternal. We are all God’s children, 
and we are able to love because He 
first loved us, and no matter how many 
times we may sin and fall short of His 
glory, God our Father is always there 
to help us. God’s unconditional love is 
exemplified by the love a mother has 
for her children. A mother’s love and 
loyalty to her children are surpassed 
only by God’s love for us.

Teach A child how he should 
live, and he will remember it 
all his life.

Good News Bible    Proverbs 22:6
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Mineola Police ReportWood County Sheriff’s Report
APRIL 22

7:51 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 2088 near Winns-
boro about an abandoned vehi-
cle. Deputies located the vehicle 
and cleared the incident.

9:54 a.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious person on CR 
4560 near Winnsboro. Depu-
ties located the individual and 
cleared the incident.

8:40 p.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious vehicle on Pacific 
St. in Mineola. Deputies located 
the vehicle and cleared the inci-
dent.

9:46 p.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious person on Hwy. 
154 near Yantis. Deputies locat-
ed the individual and cleared the 
incident.

11:38 p.m. Deputies respond-
ed to a suspicious vehicle on 
Hwy. 154 near Quitman. Dep-
uties located the vehicle and 
cleared the incident.

APRIL 23
1:58 p.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to FM 2966 near Yantis 
concerning theft. A firearm was 
stolen from the reporting party’s 
property. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

3:57 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3582 near Winns-
boro about a disturbance. All 
parties were separated for the 
day.

6:39 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2425 near Min-
eola concerning a dispute. Dep-
uties issued a criminal trespass 
warning and parties were sepa-
rated for the night.

7:44 p.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party about a 
possible theft on CR 2131 near 
Quitman. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

11:29 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to PR 6645 near Min-
eola about a noise complaint. 
Deputies made contact with the 
individuals and advised them to 
lower the volume of music.

APRIL 24
1:58 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 2117 near Quit-
man concerning a disturbance. 
Parties were separated for the 
night.

3:28 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 4730 near Winns-
boro concerning a disturbance. 
Deputies spoke with all parties 
involved and they separated for 
the night.

9:29 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2292 near Mine-

ola about a theft. The reporting 
party’s credit card was used 
without authorization.

10:07 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2345 near Mine-
ola about criminal mischief. The 
reporting party’s mailbox was 
damaged.

12:19 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 4531 near Winns-
boro about a theft. A firearm was 
stolen from the reporting party’s 
vehicle. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

3:32 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning a 
scam on CR 2590 near Mineo-
la. Deputies gave the reporting 
party advice and cleared the in-
cident.

8:04 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Lake Holbrook point 
concerning suspicious circum-
stances. Deputies located the 
suspicious activity and cleared 
the incident.

10:21 p.m. Deputies respond-
ed to a suspicious vehicle near 
a Lake Winnsboro boat ramp. 
Charles Newman, 38, of Como, 
was arrested for outstanding 
warrants.

APRIL 25
1:15 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to CR 2906 near Mineo-
la concerning suspicious circum-
stances. Deputies located the 
suspicious activity and cleared 
the incident.

9:23 a.m. Deputies were 
dispatched to CR 4165 near 
Winnsboro concerning criminal 
mischief. The reporting party’s 
property was damaged. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

9:44 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Loop 564 near Mine-
ola about an abandoned vehicle. 
Deputies located the vehicle and 
cleared the incident.

5:27 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 515 near Yantis 
about a reckless driver. Deputies 
located the vehicle and cleared 
the incident.

5:51 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 4890 near Winns-
boro about a reckless driver. 
Deputies made contact with the 
individuals driving a four-wheeler 
and advised them to not drive on 
the roads.

8:44 p.m. Deputies respond-
ed to a suspicious vehicle at 
the Mineola Nature Preserve. 
Deputies located the vehicle and 
cleared the incident.

9:23 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2482 near Min-

eola about a noise complaint. 
Deputies made contact with the 
individuals and advised them to 
lower the volume of music.

9:52 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 2966 near Yantis 
about a disturbance. Deputies 
made contact with all parties in-
volved and cleared the incident.

APRIL 26
10:06 a.m. Haiden Black, 17, 

of Winnsboro, was arrested for 
an outstanding warrant on Pine 
St. in Winnsboro.

10:06 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2121 near Quit-
man concerning criminal tres-
pass. Deputies made contact 
with the individuals and cleared 
the incident.

12:04 p.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party about a 
theft on CR 2841 near Mineo-
la. Deputies gave the reporting 
party advice and cleared the in-
cident.

1:29 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 69 near Como 
concerning suspicious circum-
stances. Deputies made contact 
with the individuals and cleared 
the incident.

1:40 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 515 near Winns-
boro concerning a dispute. Prior 
to the deputies’ arrival, parties 
were separated.

7:49 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 17 near Alba 
about a theft. A lawn mower was 
stolen from the reporting party’s 
property.

APRIL 27
7:42 a.m. Deputies respond-

ed to a suspicious vehicle on 
FM 2966 near Yantis. Deputies 
located the vehicle and cleared 
the incident.

10:37 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1575 near Alba 
concerning criminal trespass. 
Deputies made contact with the 
reporting party and gave them 
advice.

10:50 a.m. Deputies were 
dispatched to Hwy. 154 near 
Quitman concerning criminal 
mischief. The reporting party’s 
property was damaged. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

1:24 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 17 near Alba con-
cerning criminal trespass. Dep-
uties located the individual and 
cleared the incident.

1:57 p.m. Donnell Garner, 31, 
of Mineola, was arrested for out-
standing warrants on Cumbie St. 
in Hawkins.

APRIL 23
9:32 a.m. An officer was dis-

patched to the 1800 block of N. 
Pacific St. to a residence for a 
theft report. The complainant 
stated that packages were sto-
len from their porch.  This case 
is under investigation. 

9:54 a.m. Investigators re-
ceived a case from Smith County 
Sheriff’s Office involving a juve-
nile within the city limits of Mine-
ola. This case is listed as active 
and under investigation.

3:56 p.m. A city ordinance vio-
lation of loud music was reported 
in the 300 block of E. Broad St. 
Officers located the source of 
the music and the subject play-
ing the loud music was issued a 
warning. The music was turned 
down. 

4:10 p.m. A report was re-
ceived of a person burning car 
tires in the E. Broad St. area. 
After further investigation it was 
discovered that the offense was 
occurring outside of the city lim-
its. Call was transferred to Wood 
County S.O.

6:22 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported of two juveniles fighting 
and then the mother of one start-
ed yelling at the other parent. 
After officer’s arrival in the 700 
block of Goodson Circle, it was 
discovered  that it was verbal 
only between the adults, and no 
one wished to file charges on the 
assault between the juveniles. 

10:33 p.m.  Zackary Haskin, 
35 of Mineola was arrested for 
public intoxication. Officers were 
called to the 500 block of E. Mc-
Donald St. for a male in the road-
way yelling.
                      APRIL 24  

326 p.m. Officers responded 
to a public assist in a parking lot 
of a restaurant located in the 600 
block of W. Broad St. The officer 
was able to help the motorist.   

3:59 p.m. A two-vehicle acci-
dent occurred at the intersection 
of N. Pacific and E. Blair St. No 
injuries was reported and dam-
age to both vehicles was mini-
mal. 

8:41 p.m.  A reckless driver 
was reported in the W. Broad St. 
area. Driver was reported east-
bound and unable to maintain a 
single lane. Officers located the 
vehicle and driver. After a series 
of tests the driver was found to 
be OK to drive. 

9:21 p.m.  An unresponsive 
male was reported in a grassy 
area at Stone St. and W. Front 
St. Officers located the subject 
and started CPR. After EMS’s 
arrival, it was determined that 
the male had passed away. The 
area was secured and CID ini-
tiated an investigation. JP was 
called to the scene and an au-
topsy is pending. Investigation 
continues. 

APRIL 25 
9:53 a.m. EMS requested po-

lice officers assistance in the 
100 block of Pat Drive. The of-
ficers responded to the location 
and assisted EMS. The subject 
was later transported by EMS. 

11:12 a.m. A reckless driver 
of an 18-wheeler was reported 
coming into the city limits of Min-
eola from W. Broad. Officer lo-
cated the 18-wheeler and made 
contact with the driver. The driv-
er was found to be OK and stat-
ed that he was lost. Subject was 
given directions. 

1:14 p.m. A black calf was re-
ported trapped on the Mineola 
High School football field located 
on West Loop 564.  The owner 
of the calf was contacted and re-
moved from the end zone. 

1:27 p.m. A road rage incident 
was reported to officers in the 
1500 block of S. Pacific St. The 
incident started in a construction 
zone when one vehicle passed 
another.  One driver stated that 
he thought he had seen the oth-
er driver waive a handgun. Offi-
cers located all parties, and after 
a search of both vehicles, no 
handgun was found. One driver 
received a citation.

4:32 p.m.  Dispatch received 
a call about a male urinating 
outside of a business in the 500 
block of E. Broad St.  Officers lo-
cated the man and found that the 
store’s public restrooms where 
closed. The man stated that he 
had gone behind a Dumpster to 
relieve himself. The male stat-
ed that he was unaware that he 
could be seen.

8:55 p.m. Officers were dis-
patched to the 800 block of N. 
Johnson St. in reference to crim-
inal mischief. The caller stated 
that her boyfriend had busted 
out a window on her vehicle. A 
report was completed and is cur-
rently being investigated by CID.

APRIL 26
2:40 a.m. Officer checked the 

welfare of a woman in the 100 
block of N. Pacific St. The wom-
an was from out of town. Con-
tact was made with the woman’s 
relatives. Directions were given 
to the woman to the relative’s 
home. Officers ended call with a 
public assist. 

8:54 a.m.  A caller reported 
that a subject had parked in a 
handicap parking space and did 
not have a handicap placard dis-
played. The officers responded 
to the 100 block of Debby Lane. 
Officers located the vehicle and 
the driver. Officers talked to the 
driver and the vehicle was re-
moved from the spot. 

10:10 a.m. Animal Control 
worked a dog bite case after 
it was reported that a man had 
been bitten on his arm. The call-
er advised that a man that was 
bit was trying to separate a dog 
that was fighting with his two 
dogs. The incident occurred in 
the 500 block of McWhorter St. 
The owner of the dog was locat-
ed and quarantined by state law. 
The man bitten suffered minor 
injuries to his arm. 

6:51 p.m. Officers assisted 
Child Protection Service with at-
tempting to locate a subject. Lo-
cations requested by CPS were 
checked by officers. 

10:01 p.m. Loud music was 
reported in the Hogg Street and 
Turman St. area.  Officers locat-
ed the loud music coming from 
the backyard of a residence. Mu-
sic was turned off for the night.

11:25 p.m. Officers were called 
to the 800 block of University St. 
on a disturbance.  Officers talk-
ed with everyone involved and 
found that no offense occurred. 
All the parties involved were 
separated for the night.  

APRIL 27
12:48 a.m. A Grand Saline po-

lice officer received information 
about a business located in Min-
eola selling alcohol to minors. 

This case is under investigation. 
9:33 a.m. Animal Control as-

sisted a woman in looking for her 
lost dog. The dog went missing 
in the 200 block of W. Buchanan. 
After a lengthy search, the wom-
an called later and stated that 
her dog had returned home.

2:51 p.m. A theft report is be-
ing investigated that occurred at 
Walmart on a prior date with a 
known suspect. Case has been 
forwarded to CID for investiga-
tion.    

5:30 p.m. Walmart reported 
that two subjects had left the 
store with unpaid items. Caller 
advised that subjects were drop-
ping several items as they left 
the store. The vehicle that the 
subjects left in was located by 
Mineola Police Officers.  Consta-
ble Smith was contacted to as-
sist with canine. Subjects were 
identified and criminal trespass-
es warnings were issued upon 
Walmart’s request.

6:46 p.m. Several males were 
reported at a residence in the 
500 block of West Blair without 
the homeowner’s permission. 
The males left prior to the offi-
cer’s arrival to the scene. A di-
rected patrol was requested by 
the property owner. 

10:02 p.m. Officers located 
a man and a woman removing 
items from a Dumpster behind a 
closed business. The business in 
the 1000 block of S. Pacific was 
contacted. The man and woman 
were identified by officers, and 
the manager of the business re-
quested that the two be issued a 
criminal trespass warning. 

APRIL 28
9:00 a.m. Officers responded 

to the 1200 block of Bromberg 
St. to check the welfare of a 
tenant. The caller advised that a 
vehicle had been reported run-
ning all night long. After further 
investigation the owner of the 
vehicle was located and found to 
have let the vehicle run all night 
by accident.  

9:13 a.m. Dispatch received a 
report of a power line down and 
crossing the street in the 800 
block of N. Newsom St.  The line 
was secured and removed from 
the roadway. Suddenlink was 
notified. 

12:10 p.m.  An officer cleared 
the roadway of a limb that had 
fallen at the intersection of E. 
Blair St. and N. Pacific St. 

8:07 p.m. An assault was re-
ported by a hospital staff mem-
ber as required by law. Caller 
advised that they were treating 
a victim of an assault that had 
occurred in the 300 block of 
McWhorter St. The assault was 
investigated by officers and 
found to have occurred over 
a dispute between two family 
members. Investigation contin-
ues.  

APRIL 29
11:09 a.m. A business in the 

500 block of E. Broad St. re-
quested a criminal trespass 
warning be issued. The busi-
ness did not want a customer to 
be allowed back into their store. 
The subject left prior to officer’s 
arrival. The subject is known to 
officers and will be served at a 
later date. 

1:09 p.m. A power line was re-
ported down on Peachtree St. at 
the intersection of Ryan St. The 
cable company was contacted. 

7:59 p.m. A city ordinance vi-
olation was reported in the Lau-
ra St. area. It was reported that 
someone was burning in their 
yard. Officers located the burn-
ing violation and the residents 
were advised of the city ordi-
nance and how to obtain a burn 
permit. 

10:01 p.m. A debit card was 
located in the intersection of 
Commerce St. and S. Johnson 
St. The card was turned into the 
police department and the card 
was returned to the owner.

Coleman Bail Bond
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Special Deadlines 

the notice of the change was delivered to you. 
(You may insert deadline for protests concerning omitted 

property if doing so would avoid taxpayer confusion.) 

50-195 (Rev.3-20/21) 
[41.41,41.70] 

Property Tax Protest and Appeal Procedures 
Property owners have the right to protest actions concerning their 
property tax appraisals. You may follow these appeal procedures 
if you have a concern about: 

• the appraised (market) value of your property; 
• the unequal value of your property compared with other properties; 
• the inclusion of your property on the appraisal records; 
• any exemptions that may apply to you; 
• the qualification for an agricultural or timber appraisal; 
• the taxing units taxing your property; 
• the property ownership; 
• the change of use of land receiving special appraisal; 
• failure of the chief appraiser or appraisal review board (ARB) 

to send a required notice; or 
• any action taken by the chief appraiser, county appraisal dis-

trict (CAD) or ARB that applies to and adversely affects you. 

Informal Review 
(Insert description of CAD’s informal review process, if any, then 
give name and telephone number of person taxpayer should contact.) 

Review by the ARB 
If you cannot resolve your problem informally with the CAD, you file 
a notice of protest requesting to have your case heard by the ARB. 

The ARB is an independent board of citizens that hears and de-
termines protests regarding property appraisals or other concerns 
listed above. It has the power to order the CAD to make the neces-
sary changes based on evidence heard during the ARB hearing. 

If you file a written request for an ARB hearing (notice of protest) 
before the deadline, the ARB will set your case for a hearing and 
send you written notice of the time, date and place of the hearing. If 
necessary, you may request a hearing in the evening or on a Saturday. 
You may use Comptroller Form 50-132, Property Appraisal - Notice 
of Protest, to file your written request for an ARB hearing. 

Prior to your hearing, you may request a copy of the evidence the 
CAD plans to introduce at the hearing to establish any matter at issue. 
Before a hearing on a protest or immediately after the hearing begins, 
you or your agent and the CAD are required to provide each other 
with a copy of any materials (evidence) intended to be offered or sub-
mitted to the ARB at the hearing. Evidence may be submitted for any 
hearing type either in paper or on a small portable electronic device 
(such as a CD, USB flash drive or thumb drive) which will be kept 
by the ARB. Do NOT bring evidence on a smart phone. The ARB’s 
hearing procedures regarding all the requirements to properly submit 
evidence on a small portable electronic device must be reviewed. 

To the greatest extent practicable, the hearing will be informal. You 
or your designated agent may appear in person, by telephone con-
ference call or by submission of a written affidavit to present your 

evidence, facts and argument. You must indicate your request for a 
telephone conference call hearing on your written notice of protest 
filed with the ARB not later than the 10th day before the hearing date 
and provide your evidence and written affidavit before the ARB hear-
ing begins. You may use Comptroller Form 50-283, Property Own-
er’s Affidavit of Evidence to the Appraisal Review Board, to submit 
evidence for your telephone conference call hearing or for hearing 
by affidavit. 

You and the CAD representative have the opportunity to present evi-
dence about your case. In most cases, the CAD has the burden of es-
tablishing the property’s value by a preponderance of the evidence 
presented. 

In certain protests, the chief appraiser has the burden of proving 
the property’s value by clear and convincing evidence. You should 
review ARB hearing procedures to learn more about evidence and 
related matters. 

You should not try to contact ARB members outside of the hearing. 
ARB members are required to sign an affidavit saying that they 
have not talked about your case before the ARB hears it. 

Review by the District Court, an Arbitrator or SOAH 
After it decides your case, the ARB must send you a copy of its 
order by certified mail. If you are not satisfied with the ARB’s deci-
sion, you have the right to appeal to district court. As an alternative 
to district court, you may appeal through binding arbitration or the 
State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH) if you meet the 
qualifying criteria. 

If you choose to go to district court, you must start the process by 
filing a petition with the district court within 60 days of the date you 
receive the ARB’s order. If you chose to appeal through binding 
arbitration, you must file a request for binding arbitration with the 
CAD not later than the 60th day after you receive notice of the ARB 
order. If you chose to appeal to the SOAH, you must file an appeal 
with the CAD not later than the 30th day after you receive notice 
of the ARB’s order. Appeals to district court, binding arbitration or 
SOAH all require payment of certain fees or deposits. 

Tax Payment 
You must pay the amount of taxes due on the portion of the tax-
able value not in dispute, the amount of taxes due on the property 
under the order from which the appeal is taken or the amount of 
taxes due in the previous year. 

More Information 
You can get more information by contacting your CAD at 

(insert CAD name, address, telephone number). 

You can get Comptroller forms and additional information on how 
to prepare a protest from the Comptroller’s website at comptroller. 
texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/. 

Deadline for Filing Protests with the ARB* 
Usual Deadline 
Not later than May 15 (or within 30 days after a notice of ap-
praised value was mailed to you, whichever is later). 

Late protests are allowed for good cause if you miss the usual dead-
line. The ARB decides whether you have good cause. Late protests 
are not allowed after the ARB approves the appraisal records for 
the year. 

protest you filed), the deadline is not later than the 30th day after 

If you believe the CAD or ARB should have sent you a notice and 
For change of use (the CAD informed you that you are losing did not, you may file a protest until the day before taxes become 
agricultural appraisal because you changed the use of your land), delinquent (usually Feb. 1) or no later than the 125th day after the 
the deadline is not later than the 30th day after the notice of the date you claim you received a tax bill from one or more of the 
determination was delivered to you. taxing units that tax your property. The ARB decides whether it 

will hear your case based on evidence about whether a required 
For ARB changes (the ARB has informed you of a change that notice was mailed to you.
increases your tax liability and the change did not result from a 

* The deadline is postponed to the next business day if it falls on a weekend or legal, state or national holiday. 

903-763-4891

WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
210 CLARK ST QUITMAN TX
903-763-4891



DR. MAVIS DE LA ROSA 
1936-2020

Dr. Mavis De La Rosa, longtime edu-
cator and principal at Mineola schools, 
passed away April 26, 2020, after a 
lengthy battle with Alzheimer’s disease. 
She was 83 years old. Visitation was 
held at Beaty Funeral Home in Mineo-
la on Thursday, April 30 from 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. to accommodate COVID-19 guide-
lines established for 10-person maxi-
mum occupancy. The Mass of Christian 
Burial on Friday, May 1 was limited to 

only family members, in line with church guidelines at 
this time. The funeral procession passed by the Mineola 
Primary School at 1 p.m. Friday on the way to St. Peter’s 
the Apostle Catholic Church. Due to many being unable to 
attend the funeral services, the family invited friends and 
former students to gather in the parking lot of the prima-
ry school to pay their respects as the funeral procession 
passed.

Mavis was born in Grand Saline on Dec. 14, 1936 to J.V. 
and Oleta Curnutt. She grew to adulthood in Grand Saline 
and was active in band, twirling and theater in her youth. 
She always wanted to be a teacher and began her educa-
tion at Tyler Junior College, where she participated in the 
TJC Apache Belles dance troupe along with her studies. In 
1955, she met the new Grand Saline band director, Manuel 
De La Rosa, and they soon fell in love. They were married 
on June 1, 1957 and welcomed their first son, Michael, in 
1958 and their second son, Mitch, in 1961. Mavis continued 
her education through nights and weekends via East Tex-
as State University while raising Michael and Mitch. She 
completed her education degree and began her teaching 
career in Grand Saline when Mitch entered school in 1967. 
The family moved to Mineola in 1971, yet she kept her ed-
ucation going and completed her MA in counseling and 
administration at East Texas State University in 1974 while 
balancing work as a 4th and 5th grade teacher, weekend 
classes and motherhood. Undeterred, she pushed on and 
earned her doctorate of education from East Texas State 
in May 1979. She then continued with the Mineola School 
District as a middle school counselor and curriculum di-
rector. In 1988, she earned her “dream job” and became the 
principal at Mineola Primary School where she guided the 
education of Mineola’s youngsters for 19 years. She retired 
in May 2009, completing a successful 42-year career as a 
Texas educator. 

Mavis had a powerful impact on a generation of Mineola 
children at all levels and inspired many to follow her foot-
steps in the teaching profession. After retirement, she con-
tinued lots of community involvement activities in Mine-
ola, including her membership in Delphians, Kappa Delta 
Pi, The Mineola Library Club and various church activities 
at St. Peter’s Catholic Parish. She joined the local Kiwanis 
Club which sponsored many programs for school children, 
and she served as president of the Mineola chapter for two 
years. In her leisure time, Mavis enjoyed traveling across 
the country and around the globe with a group of close-
knit friends, as well as tending to her beautiful home and 
grounds at Lake Brenda Estates.

Mavis is survived by her sister, Movita Maciel of Grand 
Saline (also a career educator and principal); two sons, Mi-

chael De La Rosa of Round Rock, his wife Laura and two 
sons Christopher and Andrew, and Mitch De La Rosa of 
Waco, his wife Liz and five children, Anna Marie (Chris-
tianson), Julia, Cecilia, Manuel and Benny; and one grand-
son, Carl Augustus Christianson. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to St. Peter the Apostle Building Fund, 
203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola 75773.

KRISTINA NOEL LINKER JOHNSON 
1968-2020

Kristina Noel Linker Johnson, 52, of 
Quitman passed away April 28, 2020 in 
Tyler. 

In light of the current social distanc-
ing guidelines, there will not be a public 
viewing or service at this time. The im-
mediate family will gather for a private 
service and plan a large celebration of 
life in the coming months when it is safe 
to do so. Friends, family, students and 

community will be encouraged to attend. 
Kristina was born in Nocona to Robert Wayne Linker 

and Janelle Atkins Linker on April 18, 1968. She attended 
Quitman High School and the University of Texas at Tyler, 
receiving a bachelor of arts in journalism. She taught En-
glish and theater arts at Quitman High School for 29 years, 
retiring in late 2019. She enjoyed a very fulfilling and suc-
cessful career as the QHS theater director, taking her stu-
dents to University Interscholastic League competitions in 
prose and poetry as well as One Act Play. She led her One 
Act Play students to win multiple district, area and region-
al championships, including six appearances at the state 
competition in Austin. She was nominated by a student 
and received the national Coca-Cola Educator of Distinc-
tion award in 2009. She was instrumental in creating the 
Sue Barber Memorial Scholarship and annual performance 
as well as a 20-year run of a well-attended dinner theater 
for the community from which proceeds supported the vi-
brant theater program.

Kristina was a member of Broad Street Church of Christ 
in Mineola, where she used theater integration techniques 
to teach bible stories to youth early in her career. 

Kristina is lovingly remembered by her daughter, Alex 
Johnson of Denver, Colo.; parents, Robert and Janelle 
Linker of Quitman; sister, Shannon Linker; niece, Sloan 
Linker Fitch; brother-in-law, Thomas Fitch of Indianapolis, 
Ind.; and numerous cousins, uncles, aunts and countless 
former students, colleagues and friends.

JAMES ERNEST HARBIN 
1953-2020

James Ernest Harbin passed away on 
Monday, April 27, 2020, in Luling at age 
66. He was born in Houston on May 23, 
1953, to James W. “Bud” and Ortha Hig-
gins Harbin.  

James was always attracted to cars, 
even at a young age. He was captivat-
ed by fast cars, with his favorite being 
his Corvettes, motorcycles and music. 
He had a curiosity for life and people, 

and he captivated all who met him with his personality, 
charm, smile and humor. James was a self-taught musi-

cian and played bass guitar. He traveled the world with 
various music artists, including Van Halen (Europe), Black 
Sabbath, Paul McCartney (Japan) the Beach Boys and Jack-
son Brown (Cuba), Reba McEntire and Waylon Jennings. 
He lived most of his life in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 
While on the road with the Beach Boys, he survived a se-
vere accident while on set which caused a significant brain 
injury, after which he lived the rest of his “new normal” 
at The Springs in Gonzales and thrived through his own 
resilience and the love his family and loving and sincere 
caregivers who truly became his family. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and his sis-
ter Floy Harbin.  He is survived by his daughters, Emily 
Flynn of Charlestown, R.I. and Vanesa Harbin of South 
Kingstown, R.I.; his brother, Daniel Harbin; sisters, Neva 
Mae Potts and Carolyn Varcados; two grandchildren; 
step-mother, Dorothy Harbin; extended family and a mul-
titude of friends.  

A graveside service was held on May 2, 2020, at Concord 
Cemetery in Quitman. A memorial service will be held at 
a later date.  

Arrangements in care of Pennington Funeral Home, 323 
N. Comanche, San Marcos, Texas.  www.penningtonfuner-
alhome.com. 

CHARLES WAYNE DAVIS 
1939-2020

Charles Wayne Davis, 80, of Mineola, 
passed away on Tuesday, April 28, 2020 
in Quitman. He was born on Dec. 3, 1939 
in Oklahoma City to the late John D. 
Davis and Lavanda Larrison Davis. He 
was retired from 23 years in the U.S. Air 
Force as an air traffic controller. After 
retiring from the military, he served 11 
years in civil service as a boat shop man-
ager at Eielson Air Force Base in Alaska.

He is survived by his wife, Doris Davis of Mineola; son, 
Kenneth Davis of Long Beach, Cal.; daughter, Lavanda 
Davis, husband Patrick Ervin and their son Anderson of 
Forney; sisters, Julia Anthony of Stockton, Cal. and Patty 
Varvas of California.

The family will schedule a memorial service at a later 
date due to current restrictions.

PATRICIA DIANE MCCARTER
1965-2020

Patricia Diane McCarter, 54, Quitman, 
passed away on April 9, 2020 in Tyler. 
She was born July 5, 1965 in San Anto-
nio to Phillip Allan Johnson and Joan 
Carol Pepin. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Mark McCarter and 
her mother.

Survivors include her four children, 
Mallorie McCarter of Quitman, Brittany 
Sproles of Conway, Ark., Chad McCar-

ter of Quinlan and Tanner McCarter of Greenville; three 
siblings, Phillip Allan Johnson, Tracy Veach and Kendra 
Johnson; four grandchildren, Drake Butler, Seth Butler, 
Lincoln Sproles and Noah McCarter.
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The Quitman Public 
Library has reopened this 
week and will provide 
services in accordance with 
current state guidelines. 
Social distancing and 
wearing protective masks 
are strongly encouraged. 
Patrons will be allowed 
inside the building, but the 
library will be operating at 
a 25% maximum capacity 
until further mandated. 

During the hiatus, all 
patron areas have been 
sanitized. Also, any fines 
incurred are being wiped 
from the books – even books 
that were due months ago 
will have fines forgiven. 

All library programs are 
suspended until further 
notice. Our children’s 
program coordinator has 

a n n o u n c e d 
that the 2020 
S u m m e r 
R e a d i n g 
program is 
still planned 
for June, 

but activities have been 
modified for outdoors at 
Gov. Jim Hogg City Park. A 
schedule will be announced 
soon.

The online Tumble Book 
Library is available for 
our youngest readers. The 
Tumble Book database is 
easy to use and features 
unlimited access from your 
device. Check our website 
home page for user and 
password information. 

Patron cards are available 
for those who provide 
photo identification and 

proof of residence in Wood 
County. A guardian must 
sign for children ages 5-17. 
Hours are Tuesday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. until 
6 p.m. Keep current at 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
quitmanpubliclibrary and 
visit the library’s website 
at www.quitmanlibrary.
org. Wi-Fi is available 24/7. 
Download the OverDrive® 
app to connect to our 
library’s vast collection of 
eBooks, audiobooks and 
streaming video.  

Contact the library by 
phone at 903-763-4191, 
fax 903-763-2532, text 903-
952-8305 or by email at 
quitmanlibrarian@gmail.
com and we will respond as 
quickly as possible.

Quitman Library Connections
BY LIBRARIAN DELENE ALLEN

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The  Quitman High School 
2020 graduating seniors will 
get the opportunity to walk 
across the stage and accept 
their diplomas this year; it 
will just look a little differ-
ent. 

QISD has contracted the 
services of Chad Parish of 
Creative Edge Photography 
to create a virtual gradua-
tion which will be aired on 
the original graduation date 
of Friday, May 22 via QISD’s 
newly created YouTube 
channel. 

On May 11 or 12, each se-
nior and up to four family 
members will have a sched-
uled time to report to Bud 
Moody Stadium in cap and 

gown. Graduating seniors 
will walk across the stage to 
receive their diploma, have 
2-3 still photos taken and re-
cord a graduate video. 

Students who have been 
chosen for speaking parts 
will also record their speech-
es, and all parts of the grad-
uation ceremony will be 
prerecorded. Creative Edge 
will edit the video into a full 
traditional graduation cere-
mony. The full video will be 
uploaded to the QISD You-
Tube channel. 

Graduates and families 
will be able to tune in to 
their graduation together at 
the scheduled time of 7 p.m. 
May 22. Parents will have 
the opportunity to purchase 
graduation photos after the 
event from Creative Edge 

Photography’s website.
Graduates will receive a 

list of upcoming dates and 
deadlines for events that are 
being prepared for gradu-
ates, as well as a scheduled 
time for each graduate to re-
port to Bud Moody Stadium. 
This information has been 
mailed to each graduate and 
a copy was also sent to each 
senior’s school email.

“This school year is unique 
and one that will never be 
forgotten. While nothing 
takes the place of an actual 
“live and in-person gradua-
tion,” Principal Dana Ham-
rick said, “we believe that 
this is the next best thing 
and hope that we can honor 
our seniors in a special and 
unforgettable way.” 

Quitman High School Class of 2020 
to walk across the stage individually

GOT NEWS? Call us. 903-569-2442  903-763-4522
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Merchandise for Sale

Miscellaneous

2 Burial plots, Roselawn Cemetery, 
Garden of Matthew. Asking $950ea./
OBO, funeral home asks $1000ea. 
903-780-6442.

Rentals

Mobile Homes

Mobile home 3-bedroom, 2-bath. No 
pets allowed, in Quitman. Call 903-
850-3570.

Wood County
Monitor classifieds

2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200 • Mineola TX 75773
903-569-5115 • www.HefnerGroup.com
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by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Jessie who led
      anti-lynching fight
      in 1930s & 1940s
  5  TXism: “____ your
      poison” (choose)
  6  Matt Damon is a
      TX Ranger in 2010
      film “True ____”
  7  in Hidalgo County
      on highway 107
  8  a former flag
      over Texas:
      fleur-de-___
  9  heating  _______
      in dryer or on
      stove
16  a stylist’s cut  
18  seat of Anderson
      County
21  “good ‘__ boy”
22  subdivision map
23  unruly crowd
24  TXism: “she would
      have to stand up
      twice __  ____ a
      shadow” (skinny)
30  TXism: “_______
      __ a duck in
      water”
34  veteran agcy.
35  TX Larry Gatlin’s
      “___  ___ Gold in
      California” (1979)
36  TX George Jones’
      “She Thinks I Still
      ____” (1962)
37  actor Killam of 
      2018 film “Night
      School” with TX
      Anne Winters
39  this TX team
      became the
      Kansas City
      Chiefs (2 wds.)
43  “the echo,” south
      of the border
44  waterlogged, low-
      lying areas

  1  Astros foe from
      Los Angeles
  2  Falls County seat
  3  gaseous discharge
  4  “___  _ trap” (try
      to catch an animal)
  9  “The King” (init.)
10  “the press,” south
      of the border

45  “mi casa es __ casa”  
46  golf ball holders
47  TXism: “as much
      chance as a _____ 
      __ a packing
      plant” (slim chance)
49  TXism: “full __  _ 
      ____” (satisfied)
52  TX Sandy of old
      sitcom “The Hogan
      Family” (init.)

53  dir. from New
      Braunfels to
      McGregor
54  unit for TX-based
      Southwest Airlines
55  Tammy, once
      married to TX
      George Jones
58  steam bath
59  TX actor Cassidy,
      “Lurch” on “The
      Addams Family”
60  Adam & ___
61  TXism: “___
      buster” (farmer)

11  TX Mildred ____
      “Babe” Didrikson
      Zaharias
12  purchase at TX-
      based Luby’s, e.g.
13  the one left by TX
      Howard Hughes
      was about $2.5
      billion
14  2nd part of the
      Bible (abbr.)
15  TX Brown who won
      Heisman while at
      Notre Dame and is
      in NFL Hall of Fame
17  TX-based and TX-
      filmed 1984 film:
      “______  __ the
      Heart”
19  this Jay helped the
      Cowboys win three
      Super Bowls
20  “Los ______ Ferry”

24  “__-dah!” (fanfare)
25  TXism: “___ as
      dirt”
26  Gulf mollusk with
      hinged shells
27  book of maps
28  Cowboy and Texan
      tees, e.g.
29  TXism: “mad as a
      ______ snake”
31  Texas doesn’t have 
      an income ___
32  fictional sister of 
      TX Ima Hogg

33  cracker that goes
      well with TX chili
38  this Morrison
      played for Texas
      State before going
      to the NFL in 1968
40  TX George Strait
      2015 hit: “___ Let
      Herself Go”
41  Gulf coast seabird
42  what happened to
      schools in TX in 
      March of 2020
48  “Azle ____” paper
50  Claudia ____ “Lady
      Bird” Johnson
51  “tit for ___”
56  T.J., a Houston
      Texan offensive
      assistant coach
57  “new” in Mexico
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PUBLIC NOTICE - REVISED
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing has been set for 

revision on the plat of Lake Louise Subdivision. The original 
Public Hearing was rescheduled due to COVID-19.

The revision includes lot 41 within Lake Louise Subdivision.

The rescheduled public hearing is set for Tuesday, May 19, 
2020, at   10:00  A.M.  in  the Commissioners  Courtroom. 
All persons interested in revision to this plat may appear at 
the public hearing with opposition should they so desire.

Lucy Hebron
Wood County Judge

Call Brandi at 903-763-4522 or email ads@wood.cm

20 years experience
Free Estimates

512-673-6705

• Tree Trimming & Removal •
• Complete Lawn Care •

• Acreage Mowing •
• Shredding •

O

   JDS    JDS
Land Management

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

According to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development all 
publishers should publish a notice such as 
the one below to indicate compliance with 
the Fair Housing Act. 

The Publisher’s Notice must be 
published one time in every edition of 
your publication that contains real estate/
housing advertising. The notice should be 
placed at the beginning of the real estate/
housing classi ed ads.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertised herein 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are here-
by informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105 • (405) 499-0020, 1-888-815-2672 (toll-free in OK) • www.OkPress.com

October 2008

The Fair Housing Act also applies to 
display advertising for real estate and 
rental properties. 

Display advertising should include the 
equal housing opportunity slogan or logo 

at the following standards dictated by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. These indicate to 
the public that the property is available to 
everyone under the provisions of the Fair 
Housing Act.

EHO LOGO IN ADS

AD SIZE

Less than 4 column inches:
(Slogan Only)

4 column inches 
to less than 1/8 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1/2” x 1/2”)

1/8 page 
to less than 1/2 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1” x 1”)

1/2 page or larger:
(Logo Dimensions: 2” x 2”)

SLOGAN OR LOGO SIZE

NEWSPAPER REQUIREMENT ADVERTISER REQUIREMENT

Download the 
Equal Housing Logo at 
www.OkPress.com/FHA

TESTS From page 1
locations all over the state, 
last Friday may have been 
Wood County’s one and 
only shot to have a drive-
through test. 

“We’ve been asking about 
it and was glad that we even 
had it available,” she said.

The test results will not 
be available for a few more 
days, and while positive 
cases in Wood County have 

been low, there could be a 
spike in confirmed cases  af-
ter the results are sent.

“We’re not going to be 
like Dallas County, but 
we are anticipating higher 
numbers,” Hebron said. “I 
would like for everyone to 
be back to business as usu-
al, but we don’t know if that 
will happen soon. I feel ob-
ligated to protect the health 
and safety of Wood Coun-
ty.”

She and other Wood 
County leaders are consid-

ering and relying on rec-
ommendations from the lo-
cal health authority before 
making decisions for the 
county.

Hebron said she feels the 
overwhelming majority of 
citizens are very conscious 
about the vulnerable popu-
lations, and she is thankful 
they are willing to make 
sacrifices to protect others.

Not including Friday’s 
tests, the state had reported 
94 tests of Wood County cit-
izens as of Monday.

National Guard troops check in citizens for COVID-19 testing Friday at the Mineola Civic Center, where a mobile testing 
site was established by the Texas Dept. of State Health Services. (Monitor photos by Sam Major)

A Sulphur Springs wom-
an died in a motorcycle 
crash near Yantis Friday af-
ternoon.

At 2:49 May 1, state troop-
ers responded to a motorcy-
cle crash on CR 1970, about 
four miles southwest of 
Yantis in Wood County.

The investigator’s prelim-
inary report indicates that 

the driver of a 2013 Har-
ley Davidson motorcycle, 
Leslie Gail Glover, 42, of 
Sulphur Springs and her 
passenger, Aaron Grant 
Turner, 44, of Bullard were 
traveling south on CR 1970 
when for an unknown rea-
son, the driver lost control 
of the motorcycle, veering 
to the left and right before 

entering a side skid on its 
left side, ejecting the occu-
pants. 

Glover was killed as a re-
sult of the crash and taken 
to Murry Owasky Funeral 
Home in Sulphur Springs.

Turner was transported 
to Christus Trinity Mother 
Francis Hospital – Tyler in 
stable condition.

Woman dies in motorcycle crash near Yantis

Alba City Council met 
briefly on Monday night 
with the primary purpose to 
swear in council members.

The three were reelected 
without opposition, which 
allowed the city to cancel its 
election May 2.

Other cities and schools 

with contested elections 
have postponed them until 
November.

All three are incumbents: 
Tammy Kirkpatrick, Larry 
Jones and Robert Kraemer.

The council also took 
care of routine items of two 
months of financial and de-

partmental reports and prior 
meeting minutes. The April 
meeting was not held.

The city did allow visitors 
within the 10-person limit 
and social distancing proto-
cols and had telephone call-
in available for any citizen 
wanting to comment.

Three Alba city council members are sworn in

While area school districts 
struggle with the best way 
to honor the senior class of 
2020, including what type 
of graduation ceremony 
to hold, the Wood County 
Monitor plans to publish 
its annual graduation sec-
tion which will feature the 
photos of every graduating 
senior from Alba-Golden, 
Mineola, Quitman and Yan-
tis.

This has been an unex-
pected and unprecedented 

time for the Class of 2020, 
and this remembrance sec-
tion will be an important 
keepsake for them in the 
years ahead.

Say a special congratula-
tions to an individual grad-
uate, or congratulate all of 
them.

Whether you are a busi-
ness, a social or civic club, a 
church or a parent or family 
member, you can have your 
well-wishes preserved in 
this special publication, in-

cluding personal photos of 
the deserving young men 
and women.

Please contact the Mon-
itor’s ad representative, 
Brandi Box, at 903-763-4522 
or 903-569-2442 or email 
ads@wood.cm to reserve 
your space. Please do so no 
later than Monday, May 11.

While every graduating 
class is special, no one will 
forget the dedication and 
perseverance of the Class of 
2020. Let them know.

A once-in-a-lifetime chance to 
honor a once-in-a-lifetime class

More businesses may reopen
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 

announced plans Tuesday 
afternoon to reopen more 
Texas businesses which have 
been closed or restricted by 
the response to the spread of 
COVID-19.

The first to reopen, under 
stringent guidelines, include 
salons, barber shops and cos-
metology businesses May 8. 
Restrictions include distanc-
ing, appointments only and 
one client per station.

Gyms and exercise facili-
ties were given a May 18 re-
start date, also with a num-
ber of restrictions outlined in 

documents available at gov.
texas.gov.

Stations must be six feet 
apart and disinfected before 
and after use, with gloves 
required and no showers or 
locker rooms reopening yet. 

Non-essential manufactur-
ing facilities were also given 
a May 18 date that they may 
resume operations.

One business group that 
still does not have a restart 
date is bars.

Abbott said his team is still 
working on strategies that 
would allow that.

The governor also outlined 

plans for surge response 
teams should there be any 
flare ups of the disease.

Abbott also gave some 
clarifications and modifica-
tions from his previous or-
ders.

For example, weddings 
must follow the same guide-
lines as churches while wed-
ding receptions fall under 
the rules for restaurants.

He also noted that rules 
for outdoor eating establish-
ments are not the same as for 
indoor facilities, where 25 
percent capacity limits are in 
force.
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Property Taxpayer Remedies

Learn about property tax remedies related to the 
following topics:

 –  How to protest property value

 –  What can be protested

 –  What is an ARB

 –  When are protests riled

You’ll learn steps to prepare for a protest hearing. 
Property Taxpayer Remedies will tell you how to 
prepare a protest to the local appraisal review 
board.

You’ll learn the kinds of protests the appraisal 
review board can hear and what kind of 
evidence you need to bring to your hearing.

Key dates are listed, so you’ll know what you 
must do and when you’re required to act.

Property Taxpayer Remedies is free.

A Spanish language version is also available.

Ask for yours today at:

WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
PO BOX 1706

QUITMAN, TX 75783
903-763-4891

or on the Web at: comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax

Are you eligible 
for tax relief?

A public service announcement courtesy of your county appraisal district.

We are grateful for those who have our back in this 
important time.  The list is long, but we want to 
thank our first responders and front-line workers.

WE ARE IN THIS 
TOGETHER

Support your local newspaper.
Subscribe in print or online.

Especially in critical times, newspapers have your back.  
COVID-19 is a national story that is impacting you at home and at work. 
Your local newspaper is keeping you informed with current events in  
your neighborhood and is bringing communities together in these 
challenging times.    

From the actions your local government is taking,  to  lists of local stores 
that are delivering and tips on what to do while you’re at home, your  
local newspaper is committed to bringing you the news you need, 
when you need it.  

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting journalism and healthy newspapers in our local 
communities.  Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us on Twitter @newspapersorg or on 

Facebook @americasnewspapers.

SKILLS From page 1

ams this semester, and re-
port cards will be mailed 
home the week of May 26. 

Grades 3-8 STAAR and 
EOC (end of course) exams 
will not be given this sum-
mer. Normally, passing an 
EOC test is a graduation 
requirement. However, this 
school year only, students 
enrolled in EOC-tested 
courses (English, I, English 
II, Algebra I, Biology and 
U.S. History) will not have 
to complete their corre-
sponding EOC test, provid-
ed they earn credit during 
the 2019-20 school year.

If a student is a senior and 
has not passed all EOCs 
and/or earned credits for 
graduation, the senior advi-
sor will be contacting them 
regarding the individual 
graduation committee pro-
cess. 

For questions, parents 
and students should reach 
out to teachers, counselors 
and principals via email. All 
staff emails are available at 
www.quitmanisd.net.

AGISD
From page 1

and Amanda Thompson.
Throughout May, the 

board will be having sev-
eral meetings to interview 
superintendent candidates. 
Since the resignation of 
Dwayne Ellis on Feb. 24, 
White has served as interim. 
The board hopes to have a 
new superintendent hired 
by July 6.

The 2020-21 Pre-K regis-
tration and roundup will be-
gin May 11. Depending on 
the number of enrollees, the 
school will determine how 
many full-day and half-day 
sections it will have.

A S S I S T E D L I V I N G

Sell your 
stuff with an 

ad in the
classifieds

Subscribe to the Monitor
and keep up with Wood County
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for more info
903-763-4522
ads@wood.cm
903-569-2442

a class unlike
any other in
a time unlike
any before
be part of an
unprecedented
special section
honoring

the

SportsBeat
CONSOLATION

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

There were hardly any spots in the 
parking lot. The sport of powerlifting 
had become the hottest commodity in 
East Texas.  

Only playoff basketball collected as 
many fans to the gym as powerlifting. 
With each team being about a dozen 
lifters and with almost 20 schools par-
ticipating, the number of family mem-
bers coming to watch their son/daugh-
ter/brother/sister participate grows 
rapidly. 

Both sides of the gym were packed, 
one side with the spectators and the 

other with the athletes and coaches. On 
the passageway wall connecting the 
two sides were posted printouts of all 
participants and the unfolding results.

I was busy jotting down the lo-
cal school’s team members and their 
weight classes. They were posted on 
the wall near the entrance to the ath-
letes and coaches side of the gym. 

Leaned against the wall just near the 
entrance to that side of the gym, maybe 
ten feet away, was a girl in tears. Evi-
dently her initial lift that morning had 
not gone well, and she was quite dis-
traught. There was no mistaking how-
ever that she was a lifter, as she wore 
school colors and a lifting kit.

In a gesture of team support, she was 
soon consoled by another lifter. He 
shared a brief history of his own strug-

gles at his first meet. Then, after he left, 
another lifter happened by with more 
words of wisdom, and yet another. 

I was done taking notes, but I didn’t 
leave. The words that were being spo-
ken to this young athlete were tremen-
dously inspiring. 

An older lady came by, whether she 
was her coach or parent is unknown, 
but her very short remark to the girl 
ended with, “We love you.”

The last person I heard speak to her 
simply told her how lucky she was to 
have such amazing support. She was 
nodding and smiling.     

(Editor’s note: Monitor sports correspon-
dent John Arbter doesn’t have much to 
cover these days, so he’s going into the ar-
chives and sharing some observations from 
his beat.)

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Quitman High School’s 
Jace Reid has signed with 
Oklahoma Wesleyan Uni-
versity (OWU) in Bartles-
ville, Okla. to play basket-
ball at the college level.

Reid will join OWU coach 
Donnie Bostick’s squad 
which was on one of the 
top NAIA men’s basket-
ball teams in the nation. 
The OWU Eagles were 25-8 
when the coronavirus put 
an end to the season just 
as the national tournament 
was set to begin.

Reid had been accepted to 

Texas A&M University but 
opted to fulfill his dream of 
playing college basketball. 

Reid is a QHS honor stu-
dent and was the District 
12-A Offensive Player of the 
Year and a member of the 
All-Region 2 elite team. He 
also was named to the Texas 
High School Coaches Asso-
ciation Academic All State 
Elite team and the Texas 
Basketball Coaches Associ-
ation All-State team.

Reid averaged 24.6 points 
per game his senior year de-
spite being double-teamed 
most games. He also hauled 
in 8.6 rebounds per game, 
3.1 assists and 3.2 steals.

Reid signs to play basketball 
for Oklahoma Wesleyan Univ.

Quitman’s Jace Reid is pictured with Oklahoma Wesleyan University Head 
Coach Donnie Bostick as he signs to play college ball with the Eagles in Bar-
tlesville, Okla. (Courtesy photo)

Mineola ISD food service 
employees are preparing 
and distributing about 3,000 
meals every Monday. The 
breakfasts and lunches are 
available for pickup and de-
livery for any child 18 and 
younger in the MISD area. 

Delivery and curb side 
pickup is at the Mineola Pri-
mary School on Mondays 
from 7:30 a.m.-9 a.m. The 
last day of the current feed-

ing program will be Mon-
day, May 18.

Tuesday, May 26, through 
Thursday, June 25, MISD 
will offer a hot lunch Mon-
day-Thursday and a break-
fast on Friday. The meals 
will be available only by 
curbside pickup from 11 
a.m.-noon daily.

Call 903-569-6880 for more 
information.

MISD serving 3,000 meals a week

What services does
Autumn Wind offer?

Gourmet meals, on-site beauty shop, around the clock
attendants, assistance with medications coordinated
with the resident’s doctor, transportation for outings and
a full social schedule of varied activities, all in an elegant
upscale environment.
Our professional staff will be dedicated to creating a
worry free, safe, socially stimulating and dignified lifestyle
patterned more after an upscale hotel than any sort of a
medical needs or institutional type facility.

What exactly is
“assisted living”?

The state provides a licensing distinction between
facilities that offer varying levels of care. For folks who
want a little easier lifestyle but do not necessarily need
full time nursing care, there is a provision for senior living
facilities where the residents have individual
apartments with the option of “assistance” with their
medications and daily care as needed or desired.

What is the cost?
Unit sizes vary but generally the monthly charges
are significantly less than alternative facilities.
Many of our residents have “put the pencil” to
the cost of private home maintenance, taxes,
utilities, insurance, groceries, entertainment and
transportation, discovering that the cost of our
service is a smart choice.We accept Medicaid.

Who do we contact?
Our administrator Missy Dyer and her staff are
available to visit with interested folks anytime,
but calling ahead may save you time. Just call
(903) 569-1111 and we’ll be happy to answer
all the questions you can think of as well as
conduct a tour.

135 Autumn Wind Court
Mineola, Texas 75773

903-569-1111
www.AutumnWindAssistedLiving.com

New Cottages
In addition to the in-facility apartments, we
have just added independent living cottages
on campus, available for leasing now!

Autumn Wind
Assisted Living

County beach closure order to expire; EDC director hired
By LARRY TUCKER

editor@wood.cm

Wood County Commis-
sioners decided Tuesday to 
let the order to close county 
beaches expire on its own 
terms May 8 and not extend 
the order any further.  

In the motion, commis-
sioners left it open at Lake 
Hawkins and let the person 
in charge use their discretion 
if they felt they needed to 
stay closed at this time. The 
lessee at Lake Hawkins is a 
contractor who also runs the 
RV park and the future gen-
eral store.

“If they wanted to remain 
closed a little longer, they 
have that option. We are 
not opening up an area the 
lessee controls,” Pct. 3 Com-
missioner Mike Simmons 
said. 

In another matter, com-
missioners approved Roger 

Johnson as the new executive 
director of the Wood Coun-
ty Economic Development 
Commission (WCEDC) at a 
salary of $52,603. After for-
mer director Kiki Bettis was 
terminated, Neal Duncan 
and Jim Berry served as vol-
unteers in the position. 

In other business, commis-
sioners approved an amend-
ment to the Wood County 
Employee Health Benefit 
Plan to include Telehealth as 
a communication-based of-
fice visit. In another amend-
ment to the plan is to pro-
vide testing and test-related 
office visits for the 2019 nov-
el coronavirus (COVID-19) 
with a 100 percent deduct-
ible waived.

Commissioners approved 
a resolution authorizing the 
submission of a request to 
the Texas Comptroller of  
Public Accounts for a por-
tion of unclaimed capital 

credits from electric cooper-
atives which serve citizens 
of Wood County.

Commissioners agreed to 
a resolution for the county 
investment policy review 
and appointed County Trea-
surer Becky Burford as the 
investment officer. Sharon 
Brooks’ nomination to the 
Wood County Child Welfare 
Board of Directors was ap-
proved.

A resolution declaring 
May 2020 as Elder Abuse 
Prevention Awareness 
Month was approved. In 
the resolution it states that 
in 2019 Texas in-home case 
workers completed 211 in-
vestigations of which 101 
cases were abuse, neglect 
and/or other exploitation 
against elderly Texans. El-
derly abuse is underreport-
ed because the elderly being 
abused are usually ashamed 
or afraid.

In personnel moves in the 
Wood County Sheriff’s op-
erations, Melissa Pollard is 
moving from being a CID 
lieutenant to fill the captain 
position previously held by 
Robert Holland. Holland 
takes over Pollard’s former 
position. John McQueen will 
fill the slot of patrol sergeant, 
replacing Michael Allison 
who moves to the position of 
deputy. Mario Arellano will 
take over as CID sergeant.  

Commissioners also ap-
proved Jennings Architec-
ture to design the new tax 
office to be built near the 
Wood County Election and 
IT offices on the lot just 
southwest of the courthouse. 
The building is expected to 
be about 6,400 square feet 
and will include new park-
ing areas. The compensation 
for the project is a set fee of 
$54,000.



In February, Quitman 
High School freshman Bon-
nie Vander Schaaf compet-
ed with hundreds of other 
art students from the area 
at the regional Visual Arts 
Scholastic Event (VASE) in 
Tyler.

Bonnie earned a perfect 
score for her drawing “Cor-
nado” and earned a trip to 
State VASE in San Marcos. 
It is believed that she is the 
first QHS student to achieve 
this distinction.

Unfortunately the state 
event was canceled due to 
COVID-19, but the artwork 
was adjudicated digitally 
on Saturday, April 25.

Bonnie’s work received 
a top rating at state and 
earned her a gold medal.  

The mission of the High 
School VASE is to recognize 
exemplary student achieve-

ment in the Visual Arts by 
providing high school art 
students and programs a 

standard of excellence in 
which to achieve.
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Try our
Survival Kit
of Spirited
Ice cream

Homemade Ice Cream, Sundaes, Shakes, Swirls

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

HOURS
Wed-Fri: 4-8pm
Sat: 12-8pm

101 Greenville Ave, Mineola, Tx 75773 (903)308-0110

SHOP LOCAL

Our drive-ins and drive-thrus are open!
Enjoy SONIC Drive-In from the comfort of your car, and

use the SONIC App for contactless ordering and payment.
903-763-5445

305 E. Goode Street • Quitman, TX 75783

Doing business online?

Have new hours of business?

Closed your doors temporarily?

List your business on our website
for free at open.wood.cm (not a typo)

Mineola.com
City of Mineola
903-569-6183

info@mineola.com

The best way to keep safe & support our friends,
family & neighbors is to consciously shop local when
possible. Use curbside & delivery when possible.

Shop Local. Shop Mineola.
#MineolaStrong

Come see the 
friendly folks at 

Bailey’s they can 
answer all your 
questions. New 
plants arriving 

weekly.

Hanging Baskets, 
Knockout Roses, bedding 

plants, large variety 
of shrubs and trees, 

vegetables, mulch, fertilize 
and all the tools you need 

at affordable prices.

1620 E. Hwy 80, Gladewater
(903) 845-5787

Green thumb or 
not, Bailey’s Ace 

Hardware has 
what you need for 

all spring gardening 
& landscaping 

needs.Selected 
Hanging 
Baskets 

522 E Broad St., Mineola
(903) 569-2911

May  8,  9  &  10

$6.99 
Limit 10

Open Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

A bit of Mineola history was revealed last week when road construction on Hwy. 69 (Pacific Ave.) removed the top 
layers of the highway surface and exposed the old brick street. Such streets remain intact just a block to the west on 
Johnson. This section is directly adjacent to the Mineola History Museum in the former post office, which has been 
closed by the virus restrictions. (Monitor photo by Phil Major)

Quitman art student achieves perfect scoreCOURTS From page 2

has everyone back full-time 
and we have Grand Jury 
coming up a couple of times 
in May,” Albers noted. 
“We just took a break from 
the Grand Jury in April. 
We have been reviewing 
a lot of cases to be ready 
when things get back in full 
swing.”

District Judge Jeff Fletch-
er is ready to get his court 
opened back up.

“The first jury trial is 
scheduled for the third 
week of June on June 23 and 
that is subject to OCA. They 

are shooting for June 1, but I 
don’t think that is a realistic 
possibility,” Fletcher not-
ed. “The first criminal trial 
is June 29. We have reset 
things many times already, 
but things keep changing. 
We keep moving things 
back and try to schedule 
based on the OCA instruc-
tion. As much as we want it, 
there are really not any firm 
answers as to when because 
we are subject to what the 
governor says. We are hop-
ing to get things rolling by 
the middle to the end of 
next month.”

Lauren Doane is the mu-
nicipal court judge for the 
City of Quitman.

“According to the OCA 
courts aren’t allowed to 
have hearings until June 1 
at this point. As far as what 
we are able to do on normal 
court business I’m com-
pletely functional,” Doane 
said. “I can take pleas, set 
up a payment plan and take 
payments, all of the nor-
mal duties of the municipal 
court. We are a little more 
lenient on payments right 
now. Right now I just want 
to be available. My custom-
ers are just as worried as ev-
erybody else. People need 
to feed their families and 
pay their bills and we un-
derstand that.”

Bonnie Vander Schaaf’s drawing, entitled “Coronado,” gained a perfect score 
in the Visual Arts Scholastic Event.
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